ON THE  SALES OF  PUBLIC  LANDS               119
But, Mr. President, to be more serious; what are we of the South to think of what we have heard this day? The senator from Massachusetts tells us that the tariff is not an Eastern measure, and treats it as if the East had no interest in it. The senator from Missouri insists it is not a Western measure, and that it has done no good to the West. The South comes in, and, in the most earnest manner, represents to you, that this measure, which we are told " is of no value to the East or the West," is " utterly destructive of our interests." We represent to you, that it has spread ruin and devastation through the land, and prostrated our hopes in the dust We solemnly declare that we believe the system to be wholly unconstitutional, and a violation of the compact between the States and the Union; and our brethren turn a deaf ear to our complaints, and refuse to relieve us from a system " which not enriches them, but makes us poor indeed," Good God! Mr. President, has it come to this? Do gentlemen hold the feelings and wishes of their brethren at so cheap a rate, that they refuse to gratify them at so small a price? Do gentlemen value so lightly the peace and harmony of the country, that they will not yield a measure of this description to the affectionate entreaties and earnest remonstrances of their friends? Do gentlemen estimate the value of the Union at so low a price, that they will not even make one effort to bind the States together with the cords of affection? And has it come to this? Is this the spirit in which this government is to be administered? If so, let me tell gentlemen, the seeds of dissolution are already sown, and our children will reap the bitter fruit.
The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) while he exonerates me personally, from the charge, intimates that there is a party in the country, who are looking to disunion. Sir, if the gentleman had stopped there, the accusation would have " passed by me like the idle wind, which I regard not." But when he goes on to give to his accusation a local habitation, and a name, by quoting the expression of a distinguished citizen of South Carolina (Dr. Cooper) " that it was time for the South to calculate the value of the Union," and in the language of the bitterest sarcasm, adds, "surely then the Union cannot last longer than July, 1831," it is impossible to mistake either the allusion, or the object of the gentleman. Now, Mr. President, I call upon everyone who hears me to bear witness, that this con-